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1. GENERAL RULES 

1.1 Award Categories 

There are five RegioStars Award categories for 2012: 

1. SMART GROWTH: Innovative projects or schemes supporting service innovation in 
its different forms. 

2. SUSTAINABLE GROWTH: Investments in ecosystem services and green 
infrastructure leading to sustainable regional development. 

3. INCLUSIVE GROWTH: Strategies, initiatives or projects addressing the challenge of 
demographic change and supporting active ageing1. 

4. CITYSTAR CATEGORY: Integrated strategies for the development of deprived urban 
areas. 

5. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION CATEGORY: Informing the public on 
the internet about projects benefiting from EU Regional policy. 

1.2  Entries 

There are 271 NUTS-2 regions2 in Europe. Either the Member State or the most relevant 
structural funds managing authority3 whose programme covers the relevant NUTS-2 regions 
may submit a maximum of one entry per category.  

Likewise, the managing authority for any INTERREG (2000-2006), Urban (2000-2006) or 
European Territorial Cooperation programme (2007-2013) may submit a maximum of one 
entry per category (on behalf of each of the programmes they are managing).  

The managing authority of each programme can therefore submit a maximum of five 
applications.   

1.3 How to submit an application form 

Applications should be submitted by the Managing authority (national or regional) on behalf 
of the (lead) project partner and sent to the following e-mail address: 
REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu.   

                                                 
1  2012 is the "European Year of Active Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity" 
2  NUTS is the "Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units" a single, coherent system for dividing up the 

European Union's territory in order to produce regional statistics.  
3  To find your structural funds managing authority check on RegioAtlas: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm  In some cases national Managing Authorities 
delegate responsibility to regional bodies ("Delegated Managing Authorities"). In such cases the delegated 
Managing Authority may apply. 

mailto:REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nuts/splash_regions.html
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm
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Municipalities or cities wishing to submit their co-funded project should seek the agreement 
of their relevant managing authority2.   

Applications will be examined by an independent jury taking into account eligibility and 
award criteria. Only applications which satisfy the first phase of the evaluation (eligibility) 
will be admitted to the second phase (pre-selection of finalists/award by the jury).  

See below for further details. 

1.4 Deadline  
Applications should be sent no later than Friday 15 July 2011. 

1.5  Contact information 
All enquiries should be sent by e-mail to this address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu 

mailto:REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
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2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

2.1.  General eligibility criteria 

a) Applications should be sent no later than 15 July 2011 to the following e-mail 
address: REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu    

b) The project has been co-financed under the European Regional Development Fund, 
the European Social Fund or the Cohesion Fund or Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance (IPA) after 1 January 2000.  

c) Applications must be submitted by an EU structural funds managing authority2 for a 
regional or national programme. (Managing authorities are free to use whatever 
selection process they deem appropriate to choose their candidates.)  

d) Applications must be made by completing the relevant entry form and be submitted 
preferably in English (where not possible, in French or German). This will allow 
applications to be processed more rapidly. 

2.2.  The specific eligibility criteria for thematic categories 1-4 

The project is finalised or is sufficiently advanced (i.e. it can demonstrate progress in the 
achievement of the original objectives in the region, locality or urban area). 

2.3.  The specific eligibility criteria for category 5 

No additional eligibility criteria.  

mailto:REGIO-STARS@ec.europa.eu
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3. AWARD CRITERIA 

 

3.1 Award criteria for thematic categories 1-4 

a) Innovative character of the project 

b) Impact (or expected impact) of the project in terms of initial objectives  

c) Expected sustainability of the project: Evidence could include development 
towards self-financing or demonstration that the project has or will be part of a 
succession of projects sequentially funded by other EU financial instruments. 

d) Project’s results in enhancing local, regional and interregional partnerships: 
Evidence could include demonstration that the project was inspired by another 
region’s project/programme or shared with another region. 

3.2 Award criteria for category 5 - Information and communication 

a) Effective use of a combination of different internet tools (photos, videos, GIS 
maps, etc…) to spread information about the projects that have benefited from EU 
funding.  

b) User-friendliness of the list of beneficiaries (including data format, search 
function, frequency of updates, level of project details, etc.). 
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4. SUPPORTING GUIDANCE ON THE AWARD CATEGORIES  

 
A general description of the categories and an indication of the projects that could be relevant 
for meeting the award criteria are presented below. 

CATEGORY 1: SMART GROWTH 

Innovative projects or schemes supporting service innovation in its 
different forms 

Science and technology-led approaches are not the only sources of innovation. Measures to 
stimulate user-centred innovation, i.e. focusing on organisational, social and service 
innovations, are more and more considered a vital component of a holistic policy mix at 
regional level. This is of particular relevance for those regions that do not have a strong S&T 
base. They can leapfrog developments by "sourcing in" knowledge and technology and by 
tapping the transformative potential of services. Services provide much of the technical and 
social infrastructure of a modern economy. 

Innovations in service systems therefore have the potential to profoundly change the 
innovative potential of other sectors, catalyse the drive towards modernisation of the economy 
and growth and harness entrepreneurial dynamics in the regions. Indeed achieving progress in 
relation to certain societal challenges, e.g. ageing, mobility and climate change, is not possible 
without service innovations. 

Projects proposed in this category could include different service innovation support schemes  
or measures improving the framework for new services to emerge in sectors such as the 
cultural and creative industries, tourism, mobility, health and social services, e.g.:  

• Voucher schemes with a focus on service innovation and/or provision of innovative 
services to SMEs; 

• Support services (such as incubators, cluster initiatives and others) with a particular 
focus on driving or integrating service innovation into business processes; 

• Schemes to support innovation in the public sector, e.g. through public procurement; 

• Living labs and other schemes to improve user-driven innovation. 
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CATEGORY 2: SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 
Investments in ecosystem services and green infrastructure leading 
to sustainable regional development 

The need for healthy ecosystems is now widely recognised, not just to halt the loss of 
biodiversity, but also to allow us to benefit from the many valuable services they provide, i.e 
ecosystem services. Air, water, land, species, soil and seas are amongst the natural resources 
that are crucial to our well-being and also to our economic prospects as underlined in the 
recent milestone study on 'The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity'4. 

Preserving ecosystems is essential to secure or create sustainable jobs and socio-economic 
development at regional and local level. Two facts demonstrate this point: about 16.8% of 
European jobs are indirectly linked to natural assets; the estimated value of insect pollination 
for European agriculture is € 22 billion per year. In the light of this, developing Green 
Infrastructure is key to maintaining a sustainable environment in which our economy and 
society can prosper. "Green infrastructure" refers to forests, rivers, coastal zones, parks, eco-
corridors and other natural or semi-natural features, which constitute key elements for the 
provision of ecosystem services. In particular it helps to adapt to climate change and 
contributes to the creation and proper management of ecological networks. 

A particular attention will be given to 'win-win' investments which clearly underline the 
synergies in several areas. Projects proposed in this category could include:   

• Integrated  programmes or projects investing in the prevention of natural disasters, in 
particular boosting adaptation to climate change through 'ecosystem-based adaptation' 
(i.e. the preservation/restoration of floodplains, wetlands or coastal zones, the 
prevention of forest fires or integrated water management schemes to fight water 
scarcity); 

• Programmes and projects ensuring the 'ecological continuity' of natural areas to avoid 
fragmentation of natural space (eco-corridors, eco-bridges …); 

• Investments in green infrastructure in cities, in particular that contribute to climate 
resilient cities; 

• Investments in the promotion or protection of biodiversity, such as investments in 
nature parks or Natura 2000 areas that have achieved both environmental and socio-
economic objectives. 

                                                 
4  http://www.teebweb.org/ 
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CATEGORY 3: INCLUSIVE GROWTH 

Strategies, initiatives or projects addressing the challenge of 
demographic change and supporting active ageing 

The EU has on average one of the highest rates of life expectancy in the world. As a 
consequence the share of population over 65 is rising and will account for an increasing share 
of the population in coming years. These demographic trends have well recognised 
consequences in terms of pensions, labour markets and health systems.  In the case of labour 
markets, as the average age of the labour force increases and people continue in employment 
until later in life, the demand for (re-)training will increase as may the demand for more 
flexible working arrangements. But the effects of population ageing will also be more widely 
felt in terms of the need to adapt the accessibility of transport and buildings and even the 
downscaling of infrastructures. 

Despite rising trends in life expectancy overall, differences between regions remain wide. 
While sharp population shrinkage is expected for some regions, in other regions population 
growth will continue to rise.  
 
Examples of the projects that could be submitted include: 

• Innovative products and services – including public services such as e-health and other 
ICT solutions - aimed at supporting independent and active older citizens; 

• Supports to the reform of the older adult care system to adequately meet the needs of 
independent living of an ageing population; 

• Labour market and social inclusion measures designed to address migrant or foreign-
born care workers; 

• Actions or schemes aimed at reducing the social exclusion of the ageing population, 
involving older adults in mentoring, volunteering or intergenerational schemes; 

• Innovative interregional and/or international co-operation supporting the transfer of 
good practices addressing aspects of demographic change; 

• Schemes to render buildings or transport physically accessible or to adapt or rescale 
infrastructures. 
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CATEGORY 4: CITYSTAR CATEGORY 
Integrated strategies for the development of deprived urban areas 

Urban regeneration is a complex and long term process. To generate smart, sustainable and 
socially inclusive growth, cities need to perform reasonably well in a broad range of policy 
areas, from economic development to environmental and social matters. This requires 
integrated strategies across different fields with a clear long-term vision, concrete actions and 
a critical mass of financing. Because of the proximity of the various key partners, the 
integrated approach is almost always the natural solution when designing regeneration 
strategies and projects at the urban neighbourhood level. 

Urban districts which suffer from multiple deprivations require special attention in policy 
making and implementation. Social and economic cohesion needs to be addressed in parallel, 
removing barriers to employability and investment at the same time as promoting social and 
environmental goals. The mobilisation of a broad range of partners with different skills and 
the empowerment of local communities is essential for making such strategies a success. 

Proposals in this category could include:   

• Multi-sectoral, integrated strategies or "bundles of projects" which targeted the 
regeneration of disadvantaged urban areas with a special focus on social inclusion and 
on promoting the local economy;  

• Innovative single projects which have been an important part of an integrated urban 
regeneration strategy and which had strong links to other projects of the strategy. 
Thematic areas include: local business support including micro-credit schemes, social 
and employment measures for migrants and disadvantaged groups, and physical 
regeneration of the urban environment especially in previously abandoned sites.  

• Public involvement, participation or communication projects which empowered local 
communities and which supported the design and implementation of integrated 
strategies.  
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CATEGORY 5: INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
 

The debate on the current and future EU Regional policy is focusing more and more on the 
importance of showing evidence of the results of the policy, not only for decision makers and 
stakeholders, but also for the citizens. Communication on how EU regional policy is 
implemented on the ground, in particular by giving visibility to projects and highlighting good 
practice, is therefore of utmost importance.  

One important tool for this is the website of each programme. In view of this the RegioStars 
2012 award category in the area of Information and Communication is "Informing the public 
on the internet about projects benefiting from EU Regional policy". The award is available for 
a programme website that provides interesting, accurate and innovative information about the 
results of EU Regional policy projects and its beneficiaries.  

Websites that go beyond the minimum requirements for the publication of the list of 
beneficiaries and provide user-friendly access to this information and communicate in an 
attractive way about project results stand the best chances to win the award. For more details, 
see point 6 in the application template. 
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